TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Regular Meeting

Monday, January 12, 2009

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:  First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare; Selectman, Peter G. Lawson; and Selectman, Charles H. Lewis.

ALSO PRESENT/MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY:  Norma Galaise, Audrey Robson & Suzanne Chinatti.  Also present:  Lakeville Journal representative, Patrick Sullivan.

I.  CALL TO ORDER:  Regular Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare.

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT (limit of 2 minutes):  Audrey Robson asked about the Connecticut requirement regarding posting of Town Board minutes on the web/internet and Canaan’s non-compliance. Mechare explained that the Town Clerk was responsible for the posting and that due to computer problems, the minutes had not been posted. Mechare also commented that a modification of the requirement could potentially be forthcoming due to lack of compliance by many Towns. Mechare further advised that copies of minutes could be obtained at the Town Hall or mailed upon request. Norma Galaise asked about the status of her employment at the Transfer Station. Mechare responded advising that upon advice of counsel, there would be no discussion. Galaise asked when she could expect her probation to end and when her next evaluation would be. Mechare advised that upon advice of counsel, no action to be taken on these matters at this time.
III.  APPROVAL OF PENDING MINUTES:

-12/08/08 Regular meeting:  On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 12/08/08 Regular meeting.  Unanimous;

-12/23/08 Special meeting: On a motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 12/23/08 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

-12/30/08 Special meeting:  On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 12/30/08 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

-12/31/08 Special meeting:  On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 12/31/08 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

IV.  TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS:

Tax Collector’s report:  N/A (none submitted);

Treasurer’s report:  Comment/question by Lawson regarding interest rates and expiration of certain accounts.  On a motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to receive the monthly report of the Town Treasurer.  Unanimous.

V.  COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Written

1. Northwestern Connecticut Transit District/Membership – appeal for a volunteer to 

represent the Town;
2. State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management – School Heating Assistance – 

the Town received funds for heating assistance;
3. NW CT Emergency Medical Services Council, Inc. Region V/Monetary Request – 

Town received letter (12/16/08) asking for contribution of $250.00. Town has never contributed; hold-off until other repeal sent under new program direction;
4. Resignation/Richard Stone/Planning and Zoning Commission – Mechare read 
resignation letter from Richard Stone (P&Z Regular Member for 20+/- years of volunteer service) to P&Z Chairman, Fred Laser. Mechare advised that Alice Macchi had been appointed as a Regular Member in his place;
5. Foundation for Community Health/Transportation Forum – organization in Sharon, 
$25,000.00 contributed to Dutchess County;
6. State of Connecticut/Department of Public Health/Mandatory Universal Blood Lead 
Screening for Children – Fred Petersen on health district Board; Board requiring annual blood lead screenings for children;
7. Mechare advised that Jean Bronson had received a letter regarding fee ($230.33) for 

delinquent motor vehicle tax that needed to be paid;

8. Mechare received correspondence from Collins Engineering Incorporated indicating 

that the bridge (Iron bridge over Housatonic) will be inspected in January;

9. Mechare spoke to approve proclamation at last meeting regarding heat decrease to be 

posted.

      B.  Oral: N/A.
VI.  REPORTS:

A. Town Board and Commission Vacancies – One Regular Member of the Board of Finance; 

 (Board of Finance fills vacancies between municipal elections); One Alternate Position Planning and Zoning Commission;

B.  Public Safety Planning Council and REPT (Regional Evaluation Planning Team) – PSPC hired someone for administrative work. REPT has approximately 10 groups researching procedures for submission to State;
C.  COG Report – COG meeting last week attended by Sen. Roraback, Rep. Willis and Amy Wynn, looking for money from Towns for survey by UCONN. Members of COG decided to give $3,000.00 toward survey costs. Meeting to be held on Friday at UCONN, Torrington branch. COG Ex. Meeting to be held next Thursday; 
D. Route 7 and Johnson Road Feeder Grant Project – still no money received from State;
E.  STEAP 107, 103 (FVCT) and FVVFD – 107, no close out or audit of account yet; 103, Scott (FVCT Rep.) asked for and was provided with recorded docs from the land records, no agreement in place yet;

F.  Northwestern Connecticut Regional Planning Collaborative - $43,000.00 housing grant; paperwork provided; moving forward;

G.  Route 7/Lime Rock Bridge project – bridge works continues; still waiting on response for mechanism request regarding auto change of lights for sirens.

VII.  OLD BUSINESS:

A. Energy Tax Force Report And Discussion Of Resolution – waiting on report (no member present at meeting);

B. Internet Connection 107 Main Street, Social Services-Municipal Agent – connection should 
be in place in the next couple of weeks, to be provided by Comcast;

C. Canaan Water Department/Commission – meeting on Thursday being postponed;

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Conklin Limestone Quarry – Pat reported that she spoke to Vinnie Noad regarding the entrance to the quarry and that she got a tour and was told that the entry may be changed and that options are being considered, engineering studies are being done as well as plans to make more attractive with berms and plantings, etc.

IX.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: N/A

X.  ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION – PERSONNEL MATTERS:  On a MOTION by 

Lewis, seconded by Lawson, the Board unanimously adjourned to Executive Session for discussion regarding personnel matters at 8:07 p.m. 
On a MOTION by Lewis, seconded by Lawson, the Board unanimously resumed regular session at 8:23 PM.  No actions were taken.  

XI.ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

